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SUB J : EXPECTATIONS FOR PRISONER RELEASE ON AUGUST 15 HIGH 

1 . DISSIDENTS EXPECT A SIGNIFICANT RELEASE OF EM PRISONERS 

ON AUGUST 15. IT HAS BECOME CLEAR TO CHURCH LEADERS AT KNCC 
FROM REPORTS RECEIVED FROM MANY RELATIVES OF PRISONERS THAT 
ROKG HAS BEEN GATHERING SIGNATURES FROM WIDE SPECTRUM OF EM 
PRISONERS ON STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE USED PRIOR TO RELEASE 
OF SUCH PRISONERS IN THE PAST. IN ADDITION KNCC SOURCES 
REPORT THAT ROKG HAS SOUGHT AND RECEIVED STATEMENTS FROM 
REV YI HAE-HAK, AND EM-4 VIOLATORS SUCH AS YI HYUN-PAE, 

YU IN-TAE, KIM HYO-SUN AND Y KANG-CHOL, PRISONERS THE ROKG 
HAD SEEMED RELUCTANT TO CONSIDER RELEASING BEFORE. 

2. OVER THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS MEMBERS OF THE FAMILIES OF 
SOME PRISONERS HAVE BEEN ENGAGING IN A HUNGER STRIKE CALLING 
FOR THE RELEASE OF ALL "PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE". THE 
MEETING APPARENTLY FORMED PART OF A BROAD STRATEGY OF 
PRESSURE ON THIS ISSUE DEVISED EARLIER IN THE YEAR. 

MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS MUN TONG-HWAN, MUN IK-HWAN AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FORMER PRESIDENT YUN PO-SUN HAVE PLAYED A ROLE IN 
ORGANIZING AND SUPPORTING THE EVENT. SINCE A NUMBER 
OF THE FAMILIES INVOLVED ARE AWARE THAT THEIR 
IMPRISONED RELATIVES HAVE ALREADY SIGNED STATEMENTS, 

AND THAT ROKG USUALLY RESISTS OPEN PRESSURE, IT WOULD 
APPEAR RISKY ON FAMILIES' PART TO MOUNT THIS DRAMATIC 
PROTEST ON THE EVE OF THE POSSIBLE RELEASE OF THEIR 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

KIN. HOWEVER, THEY DO HAVE A DEEP SEATED DISTRUST 
OF THE ROKG, AND THEY MAY FEEL THAT THEIR PROTEST IS 
NECESSARY TO ASSURE THAT THE ROKG ACTS IN ACCORD WITH 
THE SIGNALS IT HAS GIVEN. HUNGER STRIKE HAS. OF COURSE, 

RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY IN KOREA. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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